CONQUEST OF KONKAN.    SIDIS, PORTUGUESE WARS

prison as a rebel. In the end, as I have already related,
Bajirao ransomed him. Vyankatrao was now ordered to
demand from Luis Botelho the instant cession of the
promised site. Luis Botelho, unable any longer to put off
.the fulfilment of the viceroy's undertaking, lost his temper
and so far forgot not only the courtesies of diplomacy but
those of ordinary social life, as to call, to Vyankatrao'ri
face, the handsome and fairskinned Bajirao a negro.
Vyankatrao at once broke off the interview and returned
to Bajirao, who, deeply incensed, determined to avenge the
insult without delay,

As a number of towns and strong places will be named
in the ensuing account of the fighting and as the geography
of the place has' greatly changed, it will be as well to
sketch as briefly as possible their positions. Due oast of
Bombay was the fortified island of Karanja, To the north
of Karanja lay the islands of Gharapuri and Turambe now
known as Trombay, To the north of Bombay was the island
of Vandra or Bandra. At the mouth of the Panvel creek stood
the town of Belapur. Nearer Thana were Anjur and Kelve.
These last were inhabited chiefly by Pathare Prabhus, who
hadhadreligious quarrels with the Portuguese andhad appeal-
ed to Bajirao. To the east of Bandra was the strong place of
Marol. Off the coast between Andheri and Bassein was a
row of islands. To the west of Goregaon was the fort of
Vcsava, called by the Portuguese Varsova. Beyond Varsova
again was Malad, of which tho inamdars Antaji Raghunath
and Ramchandra Raghunath were in secret correspondence
with Bajirao. Near Bassein was the fortified island of
Dharavi. On the opposite bank to Bassein but a little
further up stream was tho fort of Ghorbandar, which
guarded the southern mouth of the Uhlas river. Beyond

This ounous incident is to be found in a letter written to the king ot Portugal
by Antonio dc AU-acova. It is leprinted In a serial study of the siege of Basfcein
entitled " Osultimos cinco- genera* do noric" by Mr. J A. Isinael Graoia^O Oiienlc
Portuguos Vol. III. p. 288.) Antonio's worck. are as .follows. "A sens com-
missaries em Baraim foras pelo general dcs oompostos de palftvras injuri osaa cxccd-
-endo 6 ewjandnlo de tnltiu c'om vifcuperio do Itagi ttuo, tratando o dc Negro".